English 111/002 – In-Class Essay
Friday, October 4, 2013, 10:00am-10:50am, in your discussion groups

Write a well-argued, critically focused essay on ONE of the following topics. You may bring your textbooks and a printed copy of this topic sheet with you. You are allowed to write notes on this sheet, but you MUST write the essay itself in class, on the paper provided. Notes can include an outline, citations, key points, and other source material. You are not allowed to use any electronic devices (tablets, phones, laptops) while you write the in-class essay. Please be aware that you need to establish a clear critical argument for your essay: why does the author frame her ideas in the language and form she has chosen? How do elements of style, structure and form contribute to meaning?

1. “But we pick and choose, and I wondered if it’s still possible to value that which endures, if durability is still a virtue, when we have invented plastic, and the doll’s head with her tufts of hair and rolling eyes may will persist after our own have cleaned back down to bone” (Findings 54). With direct reference to her essay, discuss how Kathleen Jamie presents the idea of “finding” or salvage. What is it that she hopes she can save, or can help to endure?

2. Discuss the presentation of looking or of the gaze in Persepolis. How does Marjane Satrapi understand herself both as a watcher and as someone who is being watched? How does she present the visual? Make direct reference to aspects of the graphic form of her work.

3. Investigate the presentation of identity in The Importance of Music to Girls. Choose one or two of Greenlaw’s various forms of self-identification – as a girl, as a punk, as a disco-girl, as a music lover, as a daughter, as a mother, as an adolescent, as child of the English middle-class – and assess what those identities come to mean for Lavinia Greenlaw. How is she empowered and/or disempowered by these roles? Make sure that you engage directly with the language and form of her memoir.
