Essay Questions For Hobbes and Rousseau:

1. Compare the relationship between language and power in Hobbes and Rousseau.

2.  Why does Rousseau believe that natural inequality is insufficient to explain moral or political inequality? Is he correct in this belief?

3. Identify any ways in which Rousseau has misunderstood Hobbes? Are Rousseau's challenges of Hobbes' theory still valid?

4. How do one or more of the following texts vindicate or refute Rousseau’s claim that pride (amour proper) is a socially destructive passion? (The Odyssey, Medea or Oedipus Rex)

5. Hobbes is often taken to argue that humankind is naturally bad. What, if anything, is wrong with this view?

6. Does Hobbes's famously nasty state of nature allow for any conception of morality? 

7. How does Hobbes and/or Rousseau conceive of the human body? For example: how do human beings differ from animals?

8. How do Hobbes and Rousseau differ in their views of the "natural condition" of humans, and what are the implications of these differences in their recommendations for building a happy society? 

